
 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SPECIAL AND REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 27, 2010 

 

The special meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

September 27, 2010, was called to order at 5:01 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Media Room of 

West Middle School, 7145 Moorsbridge, Portage, Michigan. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo 

Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Administration Present: Marsha Wells, Superintendent; Denise Bresson, Director of Curriculum 

and Professional Development; Larry Killips, West Middle School 

Principal; Ric Perry, Assistant Superintendent of Instruction; and Tom 

Vance, Community Relations Manager 

 

Staff Present:  Amy Gray, Counselor; Christine Hake, Teacher; Linda Holzwarth, 

Teacher; Kelly Lerdahl, Teacher; Susan Mann, Teacher; Brynn 

Najdowski, Teacher; Mari Nowak, Teacher; Denny Roehm, West Middle 

School Assistant Principal; Anne Schnurstein, Teacher; and Marcy 

Vanwinkle, Student Services 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

The Board received a presentation on the West Middle School - School Improvement Plan.  Principal, 

Mr. Larry Killips, led a discussion of West’s target goals for this year, how they were selected, the key 

strategies taking place and their plans to evaluate progress.  Mr. Killips and his building chairs responded 

to Trustee questions. 

 

The Board called recess at 5:53 p.m. 

 

The regular business meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

September 27, 2010, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Hollenbeck in the Community Room 

of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  He welcomed an audience of 15 people and all in 

attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Kevin Hollenbeck, Geoff Howe, Melanie Kurdys, Rusty Rathburn, Bo 

Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, and Joanne Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Wells acknowledged the stable enrollment and reminded the 

audience about the importance of student attendance on the official count day, September 29. 



 

 2 

The Superintendent shared news of the successful open houses and dedications at Lake Center Elementary 

and the Northern High School Commons and thanked the community for their support of the new facilities. 

 

Superintendent Wells discussed the District goals based on responses received from a District survey this 

spring.  She invited the Community Relations Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, to provide further staff 

introductions.  Mr. Vance shared background information and introduced two District teachers: Ms. 

Sara Heil, from Central High School, and Ms. Heather Canenguez, from Northern High.  Both led 

student trips this summer, Ms. Heil’s Central students visited France and Ms. Canenguez’s students 

from Northern visited Spain.  Both shared highlights, trip details, and the correlation of those experiences 

to their classrooms and curriculum.  Mr. Vance noted photos from both class trips would be on the District 

web site. 

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, provided an update on the mechanical 

concerns at 12
th
 Street Elementary.  He added the Board Bond Committee would discuss details at their 

October meeting and provide Board follow-up. 

 

Superintendent Wells offered condolences to the family of a retired administrator, Mr. John Schreur. 

 

Financial Report:  The Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr, acknowledged the 

Board would receive its first financial report for the 2010/11 school year after the month of September 

is completed.  Mr. Noverr shared an update on EduJobs urging caution due to possible stipulations and 

the one-time availability of the funds. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and seeing no 

one come forward, he opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys thanked Mr. Killips and his staff for their academic achievement update and discussed the 

important goal set by the Board to be a District of distinction. 

 

President Hollenbeck acknowledged the earlier trip report and shared some personal experiences during 

his trip to Paris. 

 

President Hollenbeck opened the floor to Board Committee reports. 

 

The Owner’s Linkage Ad Hoc Committee chair, Mr. Snyder, reported on discussion to change the 

committee name, the new vision of creating a “super-tier” district, engaging stakeholders and marketing 

the District.  He noted the next Committee meeting was scheduled for October 14
th
. 

 

A Quality and Scorecard Ad Hoc Committee report was provided by Mrs. Kurdys.  She informed the 

audience the group had met and the finalized scorecard would be posted on the web site by mid-

October. 

 

The Portage Education Foundation (PEF) liaison, Mr. Van Antwerp, shared news that planning is 

underway for the Fall Classic fundraiser to be held on November 14
th
.  He also discussed the Comment 

Log created to list items that come addressed to the Board for reply.  He asked Trustees to contact him 

with questions. 
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Mr. Rathburn noted the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee was scheduled to meet on October 5. 

 

As the District Advisory Council (DAC) liaison, President Hollenbeck provided details on the first 

meeting pertaining to the structure, purpose, and membership of the Council. 

 

President Hollenbeck informed the audience of the Audit Committee’s meeting schedule and the 

structuring of the Board agenda. 

 

As a result of the Board planning retreat, President Hollenbeck announced Mr. Van Antwerp would be 

the Board liaison on the Curriculum and Instruction Council. 

 

Mr. Howe shared an article about Professional Learning Communities by Shirley M. Hord from the 

National Staff Development Council, winter 2009.  The author emphasized using what works best and 

had an underlying theme pertaining to the use of data and allowing the teachers more collaboration time. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

President Hollenbeck presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the Board 

of Education: The minutes of the August 23, 2010, Special Meeting and Regular Business Meeting; 

September 2, 2010, Special Meeting; and September 13, 2010, Special Meeting and Committee Of 

The Whole Work Session; Board Committee Structure Revisions: Policy 3.9, Board Committee 

Structure and Ad Hoc Committee Charges; School Bus Safety Week Proclamation; and National 

School Lunch Week Proclamation. 

 

There being no requests for removal or objections to any items, President Hollenbeck declared 

approval by general consent. 

 

REQUIRED APPROVAL ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Van Antwerp, seconded by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education 

approve the appointment of the following new teachers: Ms. Stacy Fox, Ms. Kally Graham, Mr. 

Christopher Lane, Ms. Alysia Lehmann, Ms. Dawn Merasco, Ms. Michelle Middlebrooks, Ms. 

Stormie Moore, Ms. Laurel Peak, Ms. Stacy Reinhart, Ms. Lisa Trott, and Ms. Nicole Zielonka, as 

presented. 

 

The Director of Human Resources, Mr. Tom Zahrt, acknowledged, with this approval, the District is fully 

staffed with the exception of a few parapro positions. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Howe, seconded by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education adopt the 

resolution to participate in the 2010/11 Michigan School Readiness Program (PREP), as presented.   

 

Mrs. Sarah Baker, Instructional Services Coordinator, responded to Trustee questions pertaining to the 

number of students in the program last year, how the District reached more students, grant requirements, 

parent involvement, low income options and other birth to kindergarten options. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Rathburn, seconded by Mr. Van Antwerp, that the Board of Education 

authorize the purchase of a BlueCoat ProxySG 810-25 internet proxy, security and filtering 

appliance, along with the appropriate license and support agreements, from Braxton-Grant 

Technologies in an amount not to exceed $86,747.00.  This purchase would come from 2008 Bond 

Funds 1 and 2, as presented. 

 

The Director of Information and Technology Systems, Mr. Dan Vomastek, shared background 

information on this recommendation and responded to Trustee questions regarding the addendum and 

the life expectancy of equipment. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK 

October 18-22, 2010 

 
WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s professional school bus drivers, 

mechanics, office staff, and manager that we commemorate October 18-22, 2010 as School Bus Safety 

Week.  During this special observance, we encourage all citizens to recognize the dedication and skill of 

school transportation employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, Each day, over 4,000 Portage students ride on 62 school buses, traveling over 830,000 miles 

annually.  Driving so many miles, coordinating the countless routes, and supervising the dozens of 

students on each vehicle requires an outstanding effort.  Fortunately we have exemplary professionals who 

have devoted their careers to transporting our children safely; and 

 

WHEREAS, Our fleet and staff have a proud tradition of excellence during annual safety inspections by 

the Michigan State Police Motor Carrier Inspectors; and 

 

WHEREAS, On behalf of our young people, it is a pleasure to commend the women and men who accept 

and meet the challenge of school transportation.  The observance of School Bus Safety Week is a welcome 

opportunity to thank these patient, skilled, and caring public servants.  Those involved in this pursuit 

should be very proud of their contribution to education; and 

 

WHEREAS, This special week serves as a fitting time to urge all drivers to become more aware of school 

bus safety regulations.  Serious injuries and deaths occur when motorists fail to stop for school buses.  

Now that the school year has begun, we remind drivers to be cautious and attentive around school buses.  

It is also an appropriate time to ask students to listen to their bus drivers and pay close attention to bus 

safety rules; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, That we proudly commemorate October 18-22, 

2010 as School Bus Safety Week, and we commend everyone who has contributed to the successful 

operation of our school buses.  We also encourage all citizens to drive carefully and to be alert around 

school buses.  By working together, we can make this the safest school year ever. 

 

 

 Proclaimed this 27
th

 day of September, 2010 

 Portage Public Schools Board of Education 
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PROCLAMATION 

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK 

October 11-15, 2010 

 

WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s school food service 

managers, servers, cashiers and driver personnel and substitutes that we commemorate October 11-15, 

2010 as National School Lunch Week.  During this special observance, we encourage all citizens to 

recognize the dedication and skill of our school food service employees; and 

  

WHEREAS, Each day, a total of 70 food service employees prepare and serve over 6,200 

lunches a day.  This is in addition to ordering, storing, and expediting each menu item to each location, 

adhering to food safety, sanitation, and nutritional guidelines as well as giving each customer the time 

and consideration to listen, hear and deliver what they are looking for each day.  Fortunately we have 

exemplary professionals who have devoted their careers to providing high quality service to our 

children and staff; and  

 

WHEREAS, On behalf of our students and staff, it is a pleasure to commend the women and 

men who accept and meet the challenges of school food service.  The observance of School Lunch 

Week is a welcome opportunity to thank these patient, caring, skilled public servants.  Those involved 

in this pursuit should be very proud of their contribution to education. Now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, That we proudly commemorate October 

11-15, 2010 as National School Lunch Week, and we commend everyone who has contributed to the 

successful operation of our lunch program.  By working together, we can make a difference in every 

student’s life. 

 

 

  Proclaimed this 27th day of September, 2010 

  Portage Public Schools Board Of Education 
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